

PRESS RELEASE
For immediate use: 9 June 2000 (insert relevant date).

Sheffielders Celebrate 20 Years of Socialist Walking

Sheffield members of the socialist walking and climbing club, Red Rope will set out from the City Hall at 10am this Sunday (14 June 2000) on a walk to celebrate the 20th Anniversary of the club. They will be joined by members of the Raised Voices choir who will give them a rousing send off of appropriately ‘red’ songs.

The club, ex-members of which include Minister for Culture and Sport, Chris Smith MP and head of Greenpeace, Lord Melchett is one of the biggest walking and climbing clubs in the country. It was founded in Sheffield in 1980 and organises climbing, walking and mountaineering trips for people of all abilities.

Founding member of the club, and Crosspoll resident, Andy Batemen said 
“The first trip set off from Sheffield to Capel Curig in North Wales. Then it was just four of us in my battered old Morris. We could never have imagined that twenty years later Red Rope would have over 500 members and organise everything from week long winter mountaineering trips in the Scottish Highlands to a summers stroll in the Limb Valley.

“We are always glad to welcome new members. You don’t need any experience. Just enthusiasm and a willingness to muck in. Climbing, walking and solidarity are great Sheffield traditions and we intend to keep it that way.”

ENDS

Contact: contact name and email / phone

Notes to editors:
Red Rope has 300 members nationwide. It is affiliated to the British Mountaineering Council.

The walk is 14 miles long. The route from the City Hall goes through Endcliffe Park, follows the River Porter to its source and continues on to finish at Hathersage. The walk will leave at 10am prompt. Approximately 40 walkers are expected. Walkers will gather from 9.30am. Raised Voices choir (20 members) will sing from 9.45 until the walk leaves the City Hall, Barker’s Pool, S1.
Red Rope, (relevant postal address) 
www.redrope.org.uk
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